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Brand journalism: 
Articles and news releases



Advancing Long-term Care in Peterborough
Dr. Maggie Xenopoulos Making Waves as Tier I Canada Research Chair in Global Change of Freshwater
Ecosystems
Former Trent Chancellor Appointed Canada’s First Indigenous Governor General
Nine Social Science and Science Research Projects at Trent Receive Over $1.3 Million in Federal Funding

 “Alpaca my bags”: Trent’s Alpacas, Mac and Hollister, Embarking on a New Adventure
Fretting and Our Feathered Friends
Translating Academia: Broadening Research Impact through Relatable Communication
Bringing History to Life – Virtually
Linking Clean Technology Innovators to Investors and Customers to Accelerate Impact

Trent University
News releases

My time as Communications & Media Relations Officer at Trent University has given me the opportunity to really
hone my news release writing skills. Below are links to just a few recent releases:

Other news stories

I've also written a number of other news stories, here are a few of my favourites:

https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/30161
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/30375
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/30475
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/30385
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/30463
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/30435
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/30057
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/29969
https://www.trentu.ca/news/story/29859


AgriConnect

Early in my career, I was fortunate to hone my journalistic skills with AgriConnect. Here I learned to write for a range
of audiences with different language proficiencies. Below are only a few samples of work during my time there. 



Annual reports and other
business documents



Wrote the Trent University Report on Research Excellence 2021
Edited the South African Nuclear Energy Corporation Annual Report for several years while working for
Kashan Advertising
Worked in close collaboration with another writer at Kashan Advertising on the South African Department of
Energy's Integrated Resource Plan 2019 (content writing, editing and proofreading): 
Wrote the Gauteng Film Commission's Annual Report for three consecutive years:  2013, 2014 and 2015
South Africa Agency for Science and Technology Advancement (SAASTA) Highlights Report 2011/12

AgriConnect

I worked for Kashan Advertising for almost eight years, specializing in the writing and editing of integrated annual
reports and other strategic documents.

Some samples include:

http://www.gautengfilm.org.za/pdfs/annualreport2015.pdf
http://www.necsa.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/a6.pdf
http://www.energy.gov.za/files/media/Pub/IRP-2019.pdf
http://www.gautengfilm.org.za/images/annual_report2013.pdf
http://www.gautengfilm.org.za/images/annual_report201314.pdf
http://www.gautengfilm.org.za/pdfs/annualreport2015.pdf
https://www.saasta.ac.za/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/K-9620-SAASTA-Highlights-report_DevV8.pdf


Website content development



As the lead Communications Officer for research at Trent, I played a leading role in developing content for
the new Research and Innovation website (launched in 2021)
I also wrote the content for the Trent Lands and Nature Areas landing page and its Cleantech Commons
initiative (2022)

Trent University

https://www.trentu.ca/researchinnovation/
https://www.trentu.ca/researchinnovation/
https://www.trentu.ca/trentlandsplan/
https://www.trentu.ca/trentlandsplan/
https://www.trentu.ca/trentlandsplan/initiative/cleantech-commons


Peterborough Humane Society

In 2018, I was the lead content writer/editor for the revamp of the Peterborough Humane Society website,
brining the look and feel in line with the organization's new branding.

https://peterboroughhumanesociety.ca/


Peterborough Area Fundraisers Network

I serve on the Executive of the Peterborough Area Fundraisers Network and am responsible for all the group's
communication needs, including maintaining the website. We are a really small community organization. In time, I
have worked on refreshing the existing website with a new template and content, but much work remains - the
goal is to eventually redesign the website completely.

http://www.peterboroughareafundraisersnetwork.com/


Program for Infrastructure Development

While working for Kashan Advertising, we were contracted by the NEPAD Planning and Coordination Agency
(now the African Union Development Agency-NEPAD) to develop all the content for the Virtual PIDA Information
Centre. The work done through this project, resulted in several further contracts with NEPAD.  This project was
completed in 2013.

https://www.au-pida.org/


Flyers, brochures,
infographics and ads













Fundraising campaign samples
Peterborough Humane Society



Holiday Appeal 2019

Direct Mail

The heartwarming story of May, the starving elderly husky, resulted in PHS doubling the funds raised through the
annual holiday appeal. Sharing May's story is where I really fell in love with non-profit storytelling.



E-comms



Social media campaign

Click on photos to view on Facebook

It is important to note that for all these social campaigns, we had zero budget for paid ads or boosted posts.

https://fb.watch/bnAnt03GYD/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156521199142540/
https://fb.watch/bnAt4n7zSQ/
https://www.facebook.com/PTBOHumaneSociety/videos/507761073157978
https://fb.watch/bnAF8qhm4E/


Pandemic Appeal 2020

E-comms

When the pandemic hit, the shelter had to close to the public. During this time it was vital to show that we continue
to take in animals in need and provide them with daily enrichment and care. We increased our social media content
significantly with fun in-shelter updates, educational pieces, posts that encouraged engagement and, of course, a
fundraising appeal. We supported this with several e-comms to our database. We initially sent out informational e-
comms with a very soft ask, with stronger asks a few weeks later. We exceeded our $20,000 fundraising goal.





Social media campaign

https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156854670972540/
https://fb.watch/bnFX4ejzc8/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156823844887540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156814726462540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156808566942540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156762378157540/


"Fur the Love of Moms"  2020

E-comms

Digital campaign in liue of in-person events. May is kitten season in the world of animal welfare, which ties in nicely
with Mothers' Day. The campaign played with the concept of motherhood - introducing some of our cat moms and
foster moms, and amplifying our pandemic messaging of continued care and compassion in the shelter. We
exceeded  our goal of raising $10,000 in 10 days .







Social media campaign

https://www.facebook.com/PTBOHumaneSociety/videos/565783207408091
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156905883017540
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156903847302540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156900803527540/
https://www.facebook.com/PTBOHumaneSociety/videos/573327286896416
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156893894612540/
https://fb.watch/bnDP6ChVz4/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156910602582540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156907692802540/


Post campaign updates

https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156924197172540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156920809877540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156917625612540/
https://fb.watch/bnDjSP53-n/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156927144097540/
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156925992462540/
https://www.facebook.com/PTBOHumaneSociety/videos/669805373865544
https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156997282377540/


Social media

Legacy Giving Month 2020
E-comm

https://www.facebook.com/302384992539/photos/a.419431842539/10156954482692540


Donor Stewardship June  2020
In mid-2000 we launched two donor stewardship campaigns: a check in call with all recent donors (no ask) and
an Impact Report.

Other PHS stats October 2019 - June 2020

Doubled e-mail subscribers
Trippled new, first time online donors
Tripled funds raised via CanadaHelps platform
Doubled monthly donor revenue



Other writing samples



I wrote several video scripts/storyboards during my time at Trent, some of my favourites are the new Trent
Lands promo video and our initial vaccination campaign video (P.S. I also came up with the slogan - Get the
shot. For me, for you, for TrentU.
I was the lead writer on several recruitment e-comms, digital ad content and social media content, the university
has a digital team who runs the ad campaigns and social media channels though.
I am still the content lead for the Trent Lands and Nature Areas social media channels, which were dormant for
a few months. This has really been a challenging one as all content has to be pre-approved, which takes some
time. I now develop content for 3-4 weeks in advance to post at least once a week on all channels. Check
@Trent_Lands on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
I am still writing news stories for Trent on a freelance basis, which includes social content for each story.

Other content

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsGsE8upU2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xsGsE8upU2k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iA7EftfJMA&feature=emb_imp_woyt
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_iA7EftfJMA


Contact us

info@dottheicontent.com

705 559 0229

dottheicontent.com


